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EU funded rural development

• CAP Strategic Plans 2023-2027 under preparation; to be approved by the 
government in December and submitted to the Commission by 1.1.2022.

• Evaluation of the 1st stage of the Leader applications is ongoing, feedback to 
the applicants during November

• Calls for EU recovery funding in the current Rural Development Programme 
are ongoing; e.g. broadband, agricultural investments, rural businesses, 
European Innovation Partnership.

• EU Rural Vision 2040 published in July 2021 – discussed in the Finnish 
Parliament during the autumn.
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National Rural Policy

• The National Rural Parliament took place as an hybrid event on the 28-30th of 
September. 

• Almost 1000 participants on virtual platform and 3000 viewers on live stream.

• National Rural Policy Programme for the years 2021-2027 was approved by 
the Rural Policy Council earlier this year.

• English version of the programme will be published later this year.
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National Island Policy

• The National Island Programme 2020-2023 (5 themes)
- Connections and transport in the archipelago
- Housing, children and young people
- Industries and services
- Island culture
- Nature and the environment
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Parliamentary Working Group on sparcely populated 
areas

• Parliamentary working group on sparcely populated areas approved its Action 
Plan in June with 4 focus areas:

- Stregthening of vitality of the rural areas
- Schools and education
- Possibilities of multi-locality
- Long-term needs for legislation changes
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Current themes of discussion in the rural 
development
• Multi-locality and distance/ hybrid working

• Place-based policy

• Access to broadband

• Digitalization

• Environment and climate change
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