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What does the Swedish Rural Network 
do?



Objectives of the Swedish Rural 
Network

• After 2022, the member 

organisations should have 

learned from one another

and collaborated more to 

develop and distribute 

expertise to make it easier 

for more people to get 

involved in the development 

of Smart Rural Areas



What have we done up to now?
Make it easier for more people to get involved in the development of Smart Rural Areas.

National 
level/

Programme 
level

Definition

Online

Programme 
writing

Including letters 
to the Ministry of 

Enterprise and 
Innovation, 

discussions with 
public authorities

Guide Leader 
Strategies

Session at a Leader 
meeting, Workshop 
23/2 with around 80 

participants

Make it easier for 
Smart Rural Area 

projects/strategies 
to be financed. 

Regional/Local 
level, enabling

Multi-level 
collaboration

Podcast, three 
workshops with just 

over 100 
participants + guide

Study of 
success 
factors

Clarify and 
communicate Smart 

Rural Areas

E.g. Local finance days, 
Leader meetings, 

Podcasts, Webinars

Make it easier for Smart 
Rural Areas to be 

included in municipal 
and regional activities. 

Local level, 
implementing

Method “3.0” 
Local 

communities 

Webinar, online

Support options

Communicate 
experiences/

examples

Online

Communicate the 
concept

Attended several 
meetings 

Smart Rural 21

Smart Rural Areas -
strategy

Make it easier for local 
stakeholders to obtain 

tools for developing 
Smart Rural Areas



Local level 
This is what we do

• Shows examples of different methods

• Different entry points based on how far 

a place has come with local plans

• landsbygdsnatverket.se/levandebygder



Local level 
This is what we do

• Compilation of funding and 

advice

• Broken down by regions



Local level
Local level - Good examples



Regional level
How we can help

• Three workshops for officers 

in municipalities and regions

• Exchange of experience

• Compilation of lessons 

learned



Regional/national level
How we can help

• A workshop for writing 

groups/LAG to produce local 

development strategies for 

2023-2027

• How Leader can plan for and 

work with Smart Rural Areas 

2023-2027



What must we do in 2021-2022?
Make it easier for more people to get involved in the development of Smart Rural Areas

National level/
Programme 

level
Skills support

Monitoring the 
surrounding 
environment

Smart Rural 27

Ensure that the 
concept is 

integrated at 
national level

Regional/Local 
level, enabling

Multi-level 
collaboration

Digital 
infrastructure

Digital 
marginalisation

Make it easier for 
Smart Rural Areas to 

be included in 
municipal and 

regional activities. 

Local level, 
implementing

Method "3.0" 

Living Rural Areas 

Good examples 

Smart Rural 21/27

Skills development

Study 
commitment

Make it easier for 
local stakeholders to 

obtain tools for 
developing Smart 

Rural Areas



Thank you!

landsbygdsnatverket.se/smartalandsbygder

ulrika.holmgren@jordbruksverket.se


