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https://nordregioprojects.org/rural/

Nordic Thematic Group of Green and 
Inclusive rural development 2021-2024

A) Produce and enhance knowledge and share experiences and learning 
within the varieties of rural areas hosted in the Nordic countries on 
overarching and specific issues that are challenge for regional 
development and planning in immediate time horizon and long-term 
development.

b) Strengthen cooperation in policy related research, developing and 
promoting solutions that support fulfilling the visions and the regional 
sectors input and priorities in the Nordic c
cooperation from a rural angle.

c) Discuss and develop valuable input to policy makers and planners at 
national, regional, local and cross-border level to develop and plan for 
green and inclusive rural areas across the Nordic Region https://nordregioprojects.org/rural/



https://gos.nordregio.ubihub.io/

Major issues for future –
Access to services • Grows out of work in previous Nordic 

working group on sustainable areas –
The Nordic Service Mapper

• Essential services in the Nordic 
Region - challenges and opportunities

• 2. How can rural policy be utilized to 
support essential service needs? 

• 3. What are the future service needs in 

rural areas? 
• a. key challenge
• b. key opportunity



A Just Green Transition: Local benefits 
from value creation 

How we navigate on bringing results beneficial to rural regions 

Rural areas can play a very important role in the green transition as far most of natural resources are located here. There may however be a 
real risk that the rural areas end up working merely as instruments to national and international agendas and as engines for the urban areas 
without any local benefits for the rural communities and rural populations. So, how can national and global value added in the form of green 
progression from the rural areas also translate into concrete local added value in the places where the value is generated? 

Prospects of rural implications driven
by green transition efforts
― Multiple
― Numerous

Focus suggested:
Land-use planning, combined with 
Rural jobs and skills enhancement
generated out of transition



― Focus suggested:

Land-use planning, combined with 

Rural jobs and skills enhancement

generated out of transition

A Just Green 
Transition ..

The Nordic cooperation has recommended that the land/by – rural/urban 
balance becomes an independent focus area in the climate politics in all of 
the Nordic countries. To this end, regional policies and business policy should 
focus on supporting the trends and mechanisms that opens potentials for 
rural areas, such as green technologies, the circular economy, greater 
national self-sufficiency and the democratization of energy production



Nordic council of ministers cross sectoral
funded projects related to Green 
transition
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NJUST Not Just green transition: Examining the path towards a socially just green transition in the Nordic 
Region 
https://nordregio.org/research/not-just-a-green-transition-njust-examining-the-path-towards-a-socially-just-
green-transition-in-the-nordic-region/

Ensuring inclusive economic growth in the transition to a green economy will, look at the distributional effects 
of climate policy, i.e., the effects of climate policies on regions and social groups and analyze these using 
quantitative statistical data and economic models (not exclusive rural focus). 

MESAM ELO project: Local ownership in transitions towards sustainable energy systems (in Sweden): 
https://nordregio.org/research/local-ownership-in-transitions-towards-sustainable-energy-systems/

https://nordregio.org/research/not-just-a-green-transition-njust-examining-the-path-towards-a-socially-just-green-transition-in-the-nordic-region/
https://nordregio.org/research/local-ownership-in-transitions-towards-sustainable-energy-systems/


A top priority – Multilocality
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Cross thematic project: Rural and 
regional impacts of 
remote work and 
multilocality 
Nordic knowledge overview 
and preliminary findings:
•Overall sentiment towards remote working

•Quality of life and wellbeing

•Work environment key concern
•Balanced regional development

Equality implications
•Legal and administrative barriers
•Environmental sustainability

Jonathan Baldock, "Warm Inside", på Accelerator. Foto: Christian Saltas.



An associated task – Rural Urban 
typology
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➢ Inspired from the SYKE methodology, develop a 1km2 
grid based urban-rural typology that suitably describes 
the settlement and mobility patterns of in each Nordic 
Country, and which is comparable for the Nordic 
region.

➢ Publish the typology on an interactive digital mapping 
platform with suitable functionality for planning 
practioners and researchers. Make all data and GIS 
layers available for further analysis.

Promote the urban-rural typology as a new analytical tool 
for Nordic planners.  
Use the typology results as a basis for further research 
analysis, both as collaborative TG work and withing each 
TG. 



Multilevel governance and rural policies

- SHERPA: The Sustainable Hub to Engage in 
Rural Policies with Actors (SHERPA): 
https://nordregio.org/research/the-
sustainable-hub-to-engage-in-rural-policies-
with-actors-sherpa/

https://nordregio.org/research/the-sustainable-hub-to-engage-in-rural-policies-with-actors-sherpa/


Sustainable destinations 2020-2021
- For long time, there has been a great focus on measuring 

the economic effects of tourism. However, tourism also 
has social and environmental impacts. Therefore, it is 
important to measure this to get a broader sense of the 
impact from tourism.

- Sustainable destinations and regional development: 
https://nordregio.org/research/sustainable-destinations-
and-regional-development/

- To develop an indicator system for all Danish destinations 
(but focusing especially on the needs of rural and coastal 
ones), encompassing economic, environmental, and social 
dimensions of sustainability, to support their strategic 
efforts of creating, operating, and communicating more 
sustainable forms of tourism.

https://nordregio.org/research/sustainable-destinations-and-regional-development/


Inclusive - tværsektorielt projekt ledet af Nora SG- finansieret af NMR
In addition there are many Covid & labour market studies, 

Bioeconomy & maritime related studies 
and 5G projects that are closely linked to rural areas.

More projects central to rural 
areas



www.nordregio.org

www.nordregio.se/en/Map

12


